3rd ed Volumes 1 & 2 illustrated £28 Vol 1 Basic Sciences pp xvi+736 £16 Vol 2 Clinical Practice pp xvii+ 773 £16 London: Butterworths 1971 For the production of the third edition of this work Dr John Nunn has replaced Dr Frankis Evans as Professor Gray's co-editor; the two volumes have been largely rewritten, although the occasional contribution appears substantially unchanged. This edition differs markedly from its predecessors in that the number of contributors has almost doubled and many chapters, especially in the 'Basic Sciences' volume, have been written by overseas experts. These two features must have added to the onerous tasks of the editors, who are to be congratulated on assembling so much information in a cogent and readable fashion. However, there are examples of repetition and contradiction of one author by another.
Volume 1 is excellent and demonstrates the difference between basic sciences, to which it is devoted, and basic principles, the diffuse concept with which its earlier counterpart dealt. There is a comprehensive account of cellular structure and function in relation to anesthesia, and the sections on respiratory and cardiovascular function have been completely rewritten and expanded to present up-to-date accounts of the subjects as applied to anmsthesia. The greater part of applied pharmacology is dealt with fully and clearly, although the chapters on cholinergic and adrenergic drugs and their inhibitors are brief almost to the point of being uninformativethe account of a-adrenergic blockers is dismissed in one page and a half.
Volume 2 deals with clinical practice and is almost exclusively of British authorship. One has the impression that editorial control here was less easy or less strict than in the companion volume; the sections relevant to cardiac and thoracic anesthesia are dealt with by no less than twelve authors. Induction in the left lateral position is presented as a standard technique for obstetric aneesthesia and, semantics apart, this cannot be said to be standard practice in the United Kingdom. Neither of the chapters on blood transfusion and the management of hiemorrhage makes mention of the metabolic sequele of giving massive amounts of blood, and the subject of malignant hyperpyrexia appears all too briefly and inexplicably in the section on anxesthesia for the older child. However, there are bound to be omissions and anomalies in a work of such scope, and the overall impression is of a useful volume which can more than hold its own with other works ofreference on the subject.
There are a number of typographical errors and, while the majority of photographic illustrations are satisfactory, some are of poor quality; one is printed upside-down. These are features which one would hope not to find in such expensive volumes. The cost places them beyond the financial reach of most individuals but it is to be hoped that departmental libraries will acquire the work on behalf of both trainees and consultants, to whom it has much to offer.
It is interesting, and not entirely pointless, to speculate on the extent to which very expensive omnibus texts of this type will be replaced by the ever-increasing number of individually published monographs on aspects of anesthesia. RICHARD The latest edition of this book has over three hundred contributors, the great majority from the United States, although some distinguished experts from other parts of the world are included. A great deal of useful and interesting information is assembled in such a way as to make it, for the most part, easy to find. It is inevitable that a varying standard has been achieved, and there is evidence that the editors have had difficulty in restraining the enthusiasm of some of the contributors. There are, for instance, fifteen pages on 'pain in the extremities and joints', where the amount of detail serves to confuse rather than illuminate, while the delightful and fascinating account of 'wasp-venom allergies' seems rather extravagant. More illustrations would be helpful in some sections, notably in Dr Schamroth's otherwise admirable contribution on cardiac arrhythmias, and a distinct imbalance is notice-
